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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/21/08 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Regarding independent claims 1, 26, 28 and 14, 27, and 29, which are 
drawn to an apparatus, method, and storage medium, the applicant submits that 
Kubo et al (U.S. Pat. 6, 570, 614) does not teach or suggest "storing information 
indicative of a relationship between a selected condition and a selected recording 
medium" and "recording image data meeting the selected condition in one of a 
plurality of recording mediums based on the information stored in the storing 
unit". Remarks, page 19 lines 16-21 . However, the examiner respectfully 
disagrees. 

More specifically, Kubo teaches photographing and recording the 
photographed images in a selected recording medium on the photographing 
mode (Kubo, column 6 lines 41-48, wherein images in shutter chance mode are 
recorded on memory 21 ; the interface of memory type and photographing needs 
to be stored so that images can be photographed and recorded). 

Therefore, Kubo teaches "storing information indicative of a relationship 
between a selected condition and a selected recording medium" and "recording 
image data meeting the selected condition in one of a plurality of recording 
mediums based on the information stored in the storing unit". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, publislied under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1. 5. 8-10. 12-15. 19-22. 24- 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated bv Kubo et al (USPat. 6.570.614). Hereinafter Kubo et al is 
shortened as Kubo. 

Regarding claim 1, Kubo discloses an image-pickup apparatus (Kubo, 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) comprising: 

an input unit (switches 43 and 45) which inputs a condition-selecting 
instruction and a medium selecting instruction (Kubo, column 5 lines 33-42 and 
column 10 lines1-7, wherein a recording medium is selected for use in shutter 
chance mode, wherein shutter chance mode and a recording medium is 
selected); 

an image-pickup unit (13) which takes a picture of a subject to obtain 
image data (Kubo, column 5 line 54, wherein CCD is used); 

a condition-selecting unit (switch 43) which selects one of a plurality of 
conditions (macro mode, portrait mode, and sport mode) in accordance with the 
condition-selecting instruction(shutter chance mode), (Kubo, column 9 lines 31- 
54, wherein switch 43 is used in shutter chance mode); 
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a medium-selecting unit (switch 45) selects, in accordance with the 
medium-selecting instruction, one of a plurality of recording mediums for 
recording image data which meets the condition selected by the condition 
selecting unit (Kubo, column 10 lines 1-7, wherein there are choices of memory 
for photographing modes), and 

a storing unit (inherent part of microcomputer 16) which stores information 
indicative of a relationship between the condition selected by the condition- 
selecting unit and the recording medium selected by the medium selecting unit 
(Kubo, column 6 lines 41-48, wherein microcomputer 16 performs photographing 
in shutter chance mode and records photographed images, thus interfaces 
information must exist); and 

a recording control unit (microcomputer 16) which records the image data 
meeting the condition selected by the condition-selecting unit in one of the 
plurality of recording mediums, based on the information stored in the storing 
unit, (Kubo, column 6 lines 41-48, wherein image data from ccd 13 is recorded). 

Regarding claim 5, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 1 . 
In addition, Kubo discloses the condition selected by the condition-selecting unit 
is one of a plurality of photographing modes (Kubo, column 5 lines 33-42, 
wherein there are single-exposure mode, continuous mode, shutter chance 
mode). 

Regarding claim 8, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 1 . 
In addition, Kubo discloses 
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the input unit comprises a user operable section for enabling a user to 
input the medium-selecting instruction (Kubo, Fig. 1, wherein switch 45 is for 
input), and 

a determining unit (inherent part of microcomputer 16 to acknowledge a 
medium-selecting input) which determines whether or not a user has inputted the 
medium-selecting instruction, 

an automatic setting unit (microcomputer 16) for automatically inputting 
the medium-selecting instruction when the determining unit determines that the 
user has not inputted the medium-selecting (Kubo, Fig. 2, wherein memory card 
21 is the only means to record image data for the camera). 

Regarding claim 9, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 1 . 
In addition, Kubo discloses 

the plurality of recording mediums include a detachable recording medium 
(Kubo, Fig. 2 and column 10 lines 1-7, wherein card driver 22 interfaces memory 
card 21). 

Regarding claim 10, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
9. In addition, Kubo discloses 

a determining unit (inherent part of microcomputer 16) which determines 
whether or not the detachable recording medium has been installed when the 
medium-selecting unit selects the detachable recording medium, (Kubo, Fig. 2, 

wherein microcomputer 16 interfaces with card driver 20), and 
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when the determining unit (inherent part of microcomputer 16) determines 
that the detachable recording medium is not installed, the recording control unit 
(microcomputer 16) records the image data which meets the condition selected 
by the condition-selecting unit in a recording medium other than the detachable 
recording medium (memory card of another computer), (Kubo, Fig. 2 and Fig. 8, 
wherein IrDA 24 interfaces with another electronic camera). 

Regarding claim 12, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
1 . In addition, Kubo discloses 

an outputting unit (microcomputer 16 and interface 22) which sends the 
image data obtained by the image-pickup unit (ccd 13) to an external device 
(personal computer) having a recording medium which is the plurality of 
recording mediums, (Kubo, Fig. 2, Fig. 8, and column 6 Iine15-18, wherein the 
camera is connected to a personal computer). 

Regarding claim 13, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
1 . In addition, Kubo discloses 

the plurality of recording mediums comprise different types of recording 
media, (Kubo, column 10 lines 1-7, wherein three different types of memory are 
described). 

Regarding claim 14, Kubo discloses an image recording apparatus (Kubo, 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 2), comprising: 
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a first recording medium (card 21 for card slot 31) whicli stores image data 
(Kubo, Figs. 1-2); 

an input unit (switclies 44-45) wliicli inputs a condition-selecting 
instruction (Play) and a medium selecting instruction from an user (Kubo, Figs. 1- 
2, Fig. 9, column 6 lines 15-23, wherein Replay of an exchanged image from a 
recording media); 

a condition-selecting unit (switches 44 and 47) which selects one of a 
plurality of conditions (Play or Rec) in accordance with the condition-selecting 
instruction, (Kubo, Fig. 1, Fig. 9, wherein Play is selected); 

a medium-selecting unit (switch 45) selects, in accordance with the 
medium-selecting instruction, one of a plurality of second recording mediums for 
recording image data which is stored in the first recording mediums and which 
meets the condition selected by the condition selecting unit (Kubo, Fig. 1, Fig. 9, 
wherein there medium selection is carried by 45), and 

a storing unit (inherent part of microcomputer 16) which stores information 
indicative of a relationship between the one condition selected by the condition- 
selecting unit and the second recording medium selected by the medium 
selecting unit (Kubo, column 6 lines 41-48, wherein Play from a selected media); 
and 

a recording control unit (microcomputer 16) which records the image data 
which is stored in the first recording medium and which meets the condition 
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selected by the condition-selecting unit in one of the second recording mediums, 
based on the information stored in the storing unit, (Kubo, Fig. 1, Fig. 9, wherein 
reproduced image is recorded in accordance with switch 47). 

Regarding claim 15, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

the plurality of second recording mediums includes the first recording 
medium (Kubo, column 6 lines 15-25, wherein exchange of image is possible); 
and 

the recording control unit (microcomputer 16) comprises a determining 
section which determines whether or not the one of the plurality of second 
recording mediums selected by the medium-selecting unit is the first recording 
medium; (Kubo, Fig. 1 , wherein interface 22 checks for the mediums) and 

the recording control unit (microcomputer 16) records the image data 
which is stored in the first recording medium and which meets the condition 
selected by the condition selecting unit in the selected one of the second 
recording mediums only when the determining unit determines that the selected 
one of the plurality of second recording medium is not the first recording medium 
(Kubo, Fig. 1, Fig. 9, wherein reproduced images can be recorded in accordance 
with Replay 44 and sel 47). 

Regarding claim 19, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 
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the condition selected by the condition-selecting unit is one of a plurality of 
photographing modes (Kubo, wherein Replay switch 44 reflects the mode). 

Regarding claim 20, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

the condition selected by the condition-selecting unit is one of a plurality of 
predetermined photographed subjects (Kubo, Fig. 1, wherein Sel 47 indicates 
predetermined photographed subject). 

Regarding claim 21, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

the condition selected by the condition-selecting unit is one of a plurality of 
photographing information items included in the image data (Kubo, Fig. 1, Fig. 9 
wherein Play and Sel reads information relating the image data). 

Regarding claim 22, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

the plurality of recording mediums include a detachable recording medium 
(Kubo, Fig. 1 , wherein card slot 31 is available for an memory). 

Regarding claim 24, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

outputting unit (microcomputer 16 and interface 22) which sends the 
image data stored in the first recording medium to an external device(personal 
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computer) having a recording medium wliicli is one of the plural recording media 
(Kubo, Fig. 2, Fig. 8, and column 6 Iine15-18, wherein the camera is connected 
to a personal computer). 

Regarding claim 25, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. In addition, Kubo discloses 

the plurality of recording mediums comprise different types of recording 
media, (Kubo, column 10 lines 1-7, wherein three different types of memory are 
described). 

Regarding claim 26, same ground of rejection as in claim 1 is applied. 

Regarding claim 27, same ground of rejection as in claim 14 is applied. 

Regarding claim 28, same ground of rejection as in claim 1 is applied. 

Regarding claim 29, same ground of rejection as in claim 14 is applied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 11 and 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103fa) as obvious over Kubo et 
al fUSPat. 6.570.614). Hereinafter Kubo et al is shortened as Kubo. 
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Regarding claim 11, Kubo teaclies the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
1 . However, Kubo does not disclose that the recording media comprises an 
internal recording medium. 

On the other hand, it would have been obvious to an artisan to implement 
an internal memory unit into the image-pickup apparatus as described by Kubo in 
order to store image data because such implementation eliminates the burden of 
carrying along an external memory unit, thus increases versatility for the image- 
pickup apparatus. 

Regarding claim 23, Kubo teaches the image-pickup apparatus of claim 
14. However, Kubo does not disclose that the recording media comprises an 
internal recording medium. 

On the other hand, it would have been obvious to an artisan to implement 
an internal memory unit into the image-pickup apparatus as described by Kubo in 
order to store image data because such implementation eliminates the burden of 
carrying along an external memory unit, thus increases versatility for the image- 
pickup apparatus. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,239 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2622 

A shortened statutory period for reply to tliis final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action Is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to TUAN H. LE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1130. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30-5:00 F 
7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
tlie Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2622 

/Tuan H Le/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



